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Boulder will probably soon have
another new institution. The
Colorado Osteopathic Sanitarium
Company has an option on the
county poor farm at #15,000 and
it is said the money has almost
been raised. The idea is to
establish a sanitarium, and
cottages will be erected for
patients. They will be treated
by the osteopathic system and
will live an outdoor life as
much as possible. It is claimed
that there will be S00 patients
hzre the first year.®®
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William W. Wolf home on North Broadway, in 1896. Property was

purchased by the county in 1918 for the county poor farm. Note the
orchards to the right of the home.

Gladden collection, Historic Boulder.

The county hospital, 1941, built on property purchased from W.W. Wolf.
Photo: Gladden collection, Historic Boulder.



County Poor Farm building at 3902 North 63rd Street, ca 1920.
Photo was taken shortly after the property was sold to William A.
Smith. The two-story dormitory annex can be seen to the extreme
right of the house. The annex was later removed.

Photo'' Mary Hummel Wells collection.



Dr. Charles Ambrook, first
county physician; 1874-1383.

Gladden collection, Historic
Boulder.
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in there, but it all came to a halt
when Dad tore it down.
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Early Shelters for the Homeless

Shelters for the homeless and in-
digent are not.a recent phenomenon in
Boulder County. Historically, such
facilities have existed since the 1870s,
when penniless citizens in Boulder
were provided free rooms in a local
boarding house.

When Dr. Ambrook, the county
physician, suggested it was more pur-
dent to rent an entire house for $15 a
month and to furnish it with “cheap

yet good furniture.” the commis-
sioners agreed. Thus, the.county’s
first poor house was established.

It soon became apparent that many
who had been eager to accept free ac-
commodations in boarding houses
now considered living in a poor
house beneath their dignity. They had
no desire to comply with rules requir-
ing them to share in the cooking and
household chores.

Getting
o know

you.

ANAA UVING CENTER
ok

Our administrator, Kathy Mekelburg, gets
to know every one of our residents — and
their families — personally.

That's because we're a small place with
a big heart — just like the town of Berthoud
where we're located.

If you want truly personalized care, call
the people who will get to know you.

Grandview Manor

855 Franklin St.
Berthoud, CO 80513

(303) 532-2683

Boulder County Poor Farm about 1916. Mary Hummel Wells Collection.

In 1881, Boulder County purchas-

ed six acres south of the university

campus on what is now 22nd Street.
There, they built a hospital in conjuc-

* tion with a new poor house.

The site was close enough to town
for the county physician to make his
rounds, yet far enough away that
**neighbors would be bothered but lit-
tle.” It was envisioned that medical
students from the young university
might someday obtain clinical instruc-
tion there.

After 20 years, this complex was
sold to the new Colorado Osteopathic
Sanitarium, and the commissioners
were again faced with finding suitable
property. Placing an ad in the Boulder
News. they advertised for a working
farm.

Lucy Williams of Valmont owned
such a farm, 120 acres that once
belonged to George Chambers. an
early miner and farmer. Its many out-

buildings appealed to the commis-

sioners, and after adding a two-story
dormitory to the house, the inmates
were transferred to their new quarters.

The poor farm remained there un-
til 1918, when officials tired of manag-
ing such a large acreage. They began
searching for a smaller parcel where
more modern facilities and a county
hospital with a tubercular ward could
be built.

Once again the inmates were mov-
ed, this time to 20 acres on north
Broadway where WW. Wolff once
farmed and cultivated fruit trees. The
stigmatized “‘poar farm” was then
given a more appropriate designation,

“county sanitaruim.”

Confused by the move to a ne
facility. a few inmates occasionall
wandered back to the old farm nor
of Valmont. Paul Hummel had mo
ed his family into the farmhouse t
then. His daughter, Mary, sti
remembers watching elderly inmate
wander up the driveway. thinking the
had returned home. A little whit
haired man appeared at the door or
day. cane in hand.

“He didn’t have the energy to g
back to Broadway where the coun
poor farm had moved to.” Mar
chuckled. “'so my Mother had to ca
and they came after him in a Model
Ford.”

Mary bestowed the nicknam
“M.M. Bughouse™ on the petite lac

who often came to their home. wea
ing a long black dress and high-tc
shoes.

**She usually wandered off when tf
staff thrcatened her with a bath

Mary recalled. “The deep depressior
of her cheekbones were usually pacl
ed with dirt, and (her clothe:
sometimes smelled like they had neve
been washed.”

Today, with a twinkle in her ey
Mary Hummel Wells looks around h
large Victorian farmhouse ar
declares, “This place is still the Po
Farm. We're just not taking in i
mates.”

Anne Dyni's latest book is ‘‘Back |
the Basics: The Frontier Schools
Boulder County.'’



	page1.jpg
	page2.jpg
	page3.jpg
	page4.jpg
	page5.jpg
	page6.jpg
	page7.jpg
	page8.jpg
	page9.jpg
	page10.jpg
	page11.jpg
	page12.jpg
	page13.jpg
	page14.jpg
	page15.jpg
	page16.jpg
	page17.jpg
	page18.jpg
	page19.jpg
	page20.jpg
	page21.jpg

