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THE RLACK COMMUNITY IN BOULDER, COLORAL

Preface

1first became interested in the history of the black community in Boulder, Coloredo, in
VI8 following the puldication of fhe results and conclusions of an architectural survey of
the Goss-Girove Meighbarhood, which sas underiaken throeh p gram 1o the Cily of
Brailder frem the Cokorada Historical Society.  The avea surveyed was from |5t Street
on dhe wes! 1o Folsam (formerly 29tk Street an the enst, nnd Canyon Boulevard
{formerly Water Street) on the north 1o Arapshoe Averne (formesly Valley Road) on the
sowrth. The Cass-Girave Meighborbood History i Swevey Sesalin] tevealed that two
ratfer distine] ngighborhoods devedoped i this aren. Whiks Grove Street and Asspahis
Avenues devedoped imo a white, middie-clase neighborhood, Goas Streel ans) Water Sireet
beaame Boulder's "other side of the tracks", housing many of iis eady minority residenss,
eapecially Ilack residenie A portion of this area, roughly from Minetecath Stroel on the
west 10 Twenly Thivd Strest on the cast, had bocome krown s the "Liftle Reetangle”,? a0
unizsrable edpe of tow located in the Peod plain.

The foreer homes of & handful of prominent black residents were identified as a result of
the survey, Two of them—those of shwntor o Towyper Ruth Cave Flowers? and amatenr

IChristine Whitkcre and Laurie Simmons, Gass-Grove Nedghborhod Hisiony: amd Servep
fmﬂ.ﬁ; TR 986 Hondder Swrvey of Hisovse Beves, Decsmbes, 1986,
Thid., p 19,
12019 Goss Street. Landimark Mumber 91-2; Ciiy of Boulder Ordinance Mumber 5446,
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nnesicinn Jabm Wesley MoVeyt--have subsequently been desipnated s City of Boulder
Landmarks. Many of the early homes had been demalished and replaced with large
apartmend buildings by the time that the swrvey was conducted, so it i difficult for one 1o
whtain & feel of the historic commundly in the Litle Rectargle Although it was originalty
thowght that Boulder's black community wes relegated 1o living in this small area, surveys
of subsequent neighborhoeds werdied hames of Meck residerds in other areas of the City.
This further pigued my intesest.

While: researcling other efforis to recosd in & comprehensive fashion a history of the black
commumnity i Reulder, | found that pone existed. Noted Boulder letorian Sanfin
Charles Gladden, in his wonderfil ook, The Early Days of Bonblor, Colorado®,
inclrded in & short chapter enitled *The Blacks of Boulder®, only copies of some
newsprper articles al phedogrophs, e wedl as a list of Black residemis from cha RS0 ond
1RE5 federal and s1ate cansuses, respectively, In A Look st Benkler, From Scifement
1o City", quthor Myllis Smith devoles anly & few paragraphs 1o Boulder's black
perpnalations. Alibsanch dhe late Universite of Colorado English professor Charles Milos

enlloctied a presl dexl off .lll.l‘llJﬂ'r!'Ialllﬁrlr bz s nat reclisee 1o a nal'ul'nl[;?

Foi thes: reasons, 1 e that this paper could provide inferesting and wsefisl informatson

718 Canven Boulevard  Landmark Muwder 957, City of Bouldes Ordnanse Mimber
5763
FSanford Charles Gladden, The Eorly Dapy of Boulder, Codorods (Boulder Roalder
Genealogical Sociery, 1983).
%yﬂis Smith, A Lok ar Sowdder, From Seilemeent i iy, {Boulder Proens Publishing
Company, 1981).
T raries Wilow Callectian, Camegle Branch Library for Lacal Hustory, Brkier,
Colorade. Dr. Mikon also gave a videotaped kectare and conducted a panel descussion with
blacks who grew up in Boulder. The videotape, filmed on April 8, 1990, which is entiled
“Boulder's Early Black Bettlers®, is aleo retained a1 the Camnepe Branch Library for Local
Histomry
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INTRODUCTION

Boulder's black pogulation for the pericd Trom 1870 {0 1950 was never large. It
decreased from a high of 186 persans in 1910 0 113 persons in 19508 Few black
residenls of Boukder Counby lved outside of the City of Boulder linits. For example, for
thez saime years of 1910 and 1950, Boulder County's black pepulation wns 186 and 134%,
respedtvely

During this time of decrzasing black population, the total population af the City of
Beonubdes a5 a whole increased dramatically: fiom 3 089 in 1880t © 530 in 19100
19,95% in 1950'° The fallowing table illusirates the change in the City of Boukder 2nd

Boalder Coanty hlack populations and the toial papulation of the City of Boylder, 11

Lamarady ik Popicdarion Caiv Block Popadaiion Cite Ttad Pasdaion
LB 1 ] M3

1910 and 1930 United Staies Censuses, Papuilstion Reports by States, [Ench census
report regarding the characteristics of the population for the vears uitized in ressarching
this psgren nmed. the report differestly. The correet titles ave lsted in the BibTiography.
For the sake of clarity, 1will refier to the reports for all years as *Tapulation Reporta by
Seates® )
P 49450 sarms the first yenr that the censiss reports did not include & "Negro® eateyory for
population of counties. The category used was "non-white”. 134 i an estimate based
upon beck residents reported in other towns aod unincarporated comemumities of Toulder
County.
K80, 1910, and 1950 United States Censuser, Popalation Reports by States
£ through 1950 United States Censuses, Popalution Reports by States
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1850 a9 39 3,080

1850 G% 45 3330
rann 134 a6 6,150
1980 186 166 0,839
1920 53 178 11,004
1930 128 121 11,223
1940 140 134 12,058
1950 134 113 19,599

L 1o 1930, these percemaies are nof dissimilar o those for the state as & whobe, The
percentage of the Hack population of Colorado relatively the same-- between 1.2 % and
1.7 % of the tedal population—from 189101930, [nthe Chy of Bouldes, the percendags
of blacks to the total population tanged fiom 10 % in 1890 (0 1.7 % in 1910 but down io

| % by 1830,

By commparison, Dhenver, althousl its Beck population stayed al relaivedy the same
perceninge chering the late nineteenth century, cxperienced a shyrock eting population from
4759 e 13T o 106,713 in 1890, during which time Denver was the fastest growing iy

i the nation 4 The blaek populabion of Demves was five percent of the total in 1870 and
three percent in cach of 1830 and 1990 1% I the twentietls cendury, Denver expericneed a
stenidy groweth in is binck population, and the nexd fwo most popubous cousties, Puelds
and El Paso, logt and then gained back those numbers, 23 the following tble ifustrates!,
giving first (he tofal population asd next the black popalation

2 obent M. Tank, "Mability and Occnpational Structure an the Late Mineteenth Certury
Froateer: The Case of Denver, Colorado®, Pacife Sistariesd feves VEVIL2 (May
i;}m]. 184-216, p, 191

1910 through 1950 United Staies Censuses, Fopulation Reports by States
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Flerver Counry Puedle Connty ¥ Peesor vy

1910 R ] 52,223/1680 43 331/1330
1420 2HA9G0T 3 ST.38 1455 44,024/1088
1930 187 B0 1T204 660381333 49, 5001
1940 322 412783 GE BTOI4Z0 54,025/1122
1950 415, 786/15.03% B, 1881714 ,5231230

Boubder's decrensing percentage of black residents after 1910 15 not in line with Deroer
bt is conaghly similar i0 Pueble and Bl Paso counties. Howevar, these counties beaan 1o
pain significant black popalation agam n the 19305, which Boulder did not. By 1930, the
13 Blacks vemaining in Boulder wese one-hall per cent of the population, se ko fhat they
are harely statistical 1

Was thes declne the resull of diserimination? OF social and economic changes witlin the
comanity® Or for atlser rssims? The Botors which precipitated this decine in
population will be the focus of this paper.

BEFORE 1918 A TIME OF INCREASING POPULATION

Xompmary

Pl bscks lived in Colorade in 1850, Colorades free black population was 46 in 1860
andl 436:in 187017 Boulder County's first black resident, miner Lorenzo Bowiran, lived

1*Far comparative purpases, Ui nizmsher of black residents in selesied Colarade towns

and cutees for the years 1900, 1920, and 1950 is listesd in Appendix A

Yhagse T Moore, I, "Secking o New Life: Blacks in Post-Civil War Colosade®, fomml
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in Gieeld Hill from 18559 unil 1862, when he moved fo Gilpin County try his luek in Central
City.1#

The early black smmzgrants to the City of Bowlder were primasily From the South,
incuding the border states of Kentucky and Missouri. Many purchased homes shortly
alter amival. Some purchased several bts or homes and became landlords. Alikoagh
soine af the homes of black residents were locaded i what would become keown as the
Little Rectangle, nsest were not, Boukler's carly back residents owed and lived in
hoases inor i the fringes of all neighborhoods i the cigy

The jobs beld by Boulder's sashiest blaok citizens were maatly Iaborer jobs but sonse were
michile-class. Women worked as Buodresses sl servams, sometimes live-in. Fossever,
o black entrepieiair, 0. T lackson, a restaorandeur and caterer, was listed as 2 leading

Boulder businesemen in 1853, A fisw other gentlemen were husiness cwners a3 well,

Boubder's shamylow, referved 10 a5 “The Jungle 1", which was located in the area of 10th
anel 107h Sirsets and Water Streee™ was abso home to black residents during this period.
Altbough the majorty of the Mack residents who lived in The humgle did nod stay for many
years i Boulder, some staved on 1a become residents of bedter neighborhoods. ©

mwﬂmw TE (Summer [993) [G6-187, pp 166-167,
Pbid, 1860 and 1870 United States Censuses, Populstion Reports by Siales
M heiles Milon, Panel Discussion, “Boulder's Early Black Setslers®, April 8, 1090 Amos
Bl amd Aaran Frost, Histery of Clear Creek oo Somdoer Falteps, Cnforado, (Chicago:
O L. Baskn and Company, Historical Publishess, 1880}, p. 282
Uit sts ok & Tongem, T Picuremen, Thomas 1, Meier describes The Jungle &
fiollows: *Leng the neighborieod of Boulder's ved Hght distesct, low meome, and
unemployed vesidents " {Boulder: Boulder Creek Press, 1994), p 183,
MWThis arca is mow the sight of the Boulder Pulslic Libsary arin fot and grounds soath
of Camyon Boubevard.
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Albough diserimination existed, Boulder, end Colorado as a whole, kad a liberal racial
climate bicase large rumbers of Southem whites did not setile here. Blacks were not
peroeived as cither an cconomic o politscal threat

Lowg Tera Farfy Nesidenty

Many of Boukler's 38 black residents lisved in the 1880 United States Census hecame long
texm residents. Tl folloaing exnmples are ilustrative. Al of the houses mentioned in
these examples sland today except for the property cwned by Frances Black at 2107 Pearl

Sireet

Ermnges Black, n widow, came om Keatucky with G chibdzen, the younpest of which
wig gix yieans old in 188020 {n 1880, she purchased 2002 Sproce Strost™ (ater the harme
of laie Boukler County kecal bisganian Foresd Crossen), She worked as a lagndress® b
wats abile te puschase other property at 2103 Pearl Street in 18815 This was probahly »
resital properly ecmse no person with the surname of Black was listed &5 living at tla
address in the City Darectories for the 1880 Frances Black dad o age 60 om Auguer 1,
1901, ami is baried in Columbis Cemelery i Boulder. 23 She deeded bath of her
properies io William Hubbard Black on Juky 31, 1900, who ewned the properties ustil
1908 26

HBED United States Censis.
i Teaet Indices, Commaormwealth Land Tibe Insusance Commparry, Boulder, Coloradn,
TE80 United States Cansus.
M ract Indices, Commarmwealih Land Thile Insusance Compary.
Pistonic Blder, Ing, Colwmbia Cemetery Duiabase, 1904, Frances Black may have
beten relmtesd tex the Vince fumily as Fannie Vince Stevens and Fasmie's son are buried nest
1o wer. The Viece and Stevens Families are deseribed subsequently.
Tt [ndices, Commonweahh Land Title Insurance Comgary,
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Alexander James, o lahorer in 1580 bt 6 cook in botels ard restaurants by [B35, wis from
Morth Cazeling ¥ When has fivst wifi, Emmaline, died, he marisd, Jennie Yince. the
widerw of fllow black piomesr Geerpe Vince  Jermie was fifleen vears his umor 28
Alexander amd early black resident, Henry Stevens, who was Tennic Stevens' son-in-law,
ety purchased the resdence at 2224 Pine Street in January, 1859 In 1§96, Heary
Stevens dooded his interest 1o Sadie Jackson, wilie of O T, Jackson, who transferred her
imerest 10 Alexander Jamee thirteen days later. 2% {Sadic Jackson was the owner of thres
toemes o this bleck 8 vanous tmes during the 1850 ) Alexander James lived in the
heuwse vl his death in 1943,

Heniy Stevens, boen a slave m Missoury, came 1o Boulder as 8 young man of twenly in
1879, hound cat to Boulder photographer 1. 5. Strester. ™ e originally ed with the
Lewis Crwens Camily, a black Gimily alzo from Missouri 7! He marries Fannie Yinee, the
dmighicr of Crearge and Jemnic. ™ The Stevens lived with the Tames family al 2224 Pine
Street usdil EROS untal sy moved nest docr o 2220 Pine Sireet, n bouss purchnsed in the
name of Fannie Stevens from Sadie €. Jackeon io March, 189657 Henry Stevers worked
a5 i Janiter a1 the First Mationol Bank far over fifty years™ and Fved in the house af 2220
Pime Street with Fannie, s afler her deash and his remamisge in 19275 with his second
wife, uril his death in 1945 1%

E7) 280 United States Census and 1885 Calorado State Census
Hinigl

FTract Indices, Commonwelth Land Titke Insranes Compary.

07 Iify Comeri, Febranry 5, 1981

11880 United Siates Census.

11285 Colorado State Cenws

Y1880 United States Census and 1885 Colorade State Census. Tract Inibices,

Comenonwealih Land Title Insurance Company:

il Camera, May 10,1927 and February 5, 1982,

iy Camera, July 21, 1927,

¥ eaily Cormera, November 16, 1945, Tract Indices, Commaawealth Land Title
8



Orsgar White, nnather former slave, was a thirty-s year old Civil War veteran from
Laouigville, Kerucky, in 1580 who worked as a laborer then s o teamster, 7 He and his
wife Mary Black. a domestic who arsivied in Boulder between 1880 and 1885%5 purchased
T207 Gogs Street im 1850 Mary sold the property in 1924 afler Dsear's death 4

Qiscar White, Henry Stevens, aed Lewis Sheets, a porter who moved o Boolder after

1880 and lived #t Spruce o Fighteenth Strest?!, mongaged their homes in 884 to )
puschags lasd for the African Methosdist Episcopal (A M, B ) Chusch which stood H‘%i.'b'lll-?
18¢h Street, the northeest corer of |8th and Fearl Streets #2 The land was purchased
from lames A, Mixwell, an carty Boulder settler, and deeds of trust wens given to James
A and hie son, James B Mecewell, an entrepreness and politician® The chureh was raeel

m it PEENS

Jarnes and Martha Hall meved o Boulder fom Bansas wath their theee chaldren. Fames
wins it formmier slwve and Union saldier From Missouri™ whose fither was boen in Ireland 43
They purchased 2102 Goss Sweat in FRED from Robert i.‘u.ulvm”', wehity had purchased pari
of ike (oss Farmn which he subdivided into Culver's Addition. Additional locs on il

Insurance Compay.

3Tyg80 United States Census.

1880 United States Cemsus and 1885 Colorade State Census

:ﬂgTrm Irwdiccs, Commonweslth Lamd Toe lnsuramcs Compary.
Thid.

11955 Colorado State Census.

:;Trm:t Indices, Commenwenlth Land Tithe Insuramee Coniparny.
Thid.

iy Crmera, August 13, 1004,

180 United States Census.

et Indices, Commomeealth Lad Titke Irsoranee Company.
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Block were purchased in the name of one or bath of the Halls durmyg the 1880537 James
Hall worked a5 a plosterer ¥ Hee and Martha lived the rest of their lives at 2102 Goss
Street. Jemes died in 192197 and Martha died in (930, a5 n result of fire in the howse
eawsed by the cigar of her son, Frask® wh Eved next door at 2118 Goss Sireet 5! They
are huried in Columibia Cemetery 32

Foverend Famees Cliy , the Gret nonigeer of the A, 8 E, Chirch from 1884 1o 1B&6 and his
wifie, Amy, hecame arly residents of the Highland Lawn neighborhood in 1890 upon the
purchase of 802 Marine Stweet, ™ a small framse bogse which is now soceosd. Reverend
Cloy lived on Marine Street wntil 1902 when he desded that bouse te his deughter, Eva
Clay Martin, and meved 1o 653 Concord Sreet, ™ where he lived until his death in 1927,
Medtie, his second wife, sold 663 Coneord in 1937 % Janes worked as & caleiminer fwivie
washer) and carpet cleaner after beaving the ministry, with his busipess loeated on

Arapaheoe Reoad east of town 2 Fle is laisied i Colunlag Cemetery =7

Frank and Lailu Linglam balt he bouse at 2001 Faorth Street after moving to Boulder

fimm Kansns in V890 %F Ll Linghaie's sister, Daisy Townseil, already Hved af 2003

ikid.
481 g% United States Census
Ay Camerr, August 13, 1824
vl Cameree, Apail 9, 1930
FWhitacse and Simmons, CosrCrove Neighborhood, Hision amd Sereey Resifts, p. 27
i istonc Boulder, Inc., Cofumbia Cemetery Dbz
::Trm Indsees, Commrxswealth Land Title Insurance Company.

Thid.
FOlkid.
ity Cowerer, bay 28, 1927 Boulder, Colorada, Cite Direciories, 1892 aned 1896,
1600, 1900, and 1920 United States Cenmises,
fisoric Boulder, Inc., Colwrbio Cemenery et
T ity Camera, October 17, 1052,
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B Street, with her husbancd and Fannily ** Frank Lingharn worked 25 a hod cassier 5
Their son, lrving, became an athletic star st State Preparatory School and subsequently a
self-employed upholsierss in Boulder ' Their daughter, Grace, borr in 1903 and never
married, Hvied in the fimily lbome uetl the early 1980's when she moved to senjor housing
in Bouller 92 Grace bas been active threughout her lif with the Second Baptist Church,
Grace recalls that she thought while growing up that a black person could live anyahere in
Bouldes &

Firully,_{hl:aﬂ!l:ﬂmhﬂmﬂw_ arwl their descendants lved at T418 Pise Street for
106 yeare* The house was purchased by Charles in 1853 %% Charles, bomn in Kemucky
in 1346, worked as 2 laborer ™ After his death m the 19005, Georgia worked as a

lauridiiess ©F

As these short laographies indicate, the Targe majority of early hlack residents of Boubder
were famibies as opposed (o singhe men. This is in loe with the black immigrant
cxperiences to the West generally as *((be most remarkable thing about black westwand

miﬂmli.-cm was 15 cownomenal characher ik

M ivace Lingivnr Cral Mistory, February 18, 1993, Camegie Branch Library for Local

History.

G500 United Siates Cenms

lezrae Lingiane ol Hissory, Dty Camera, Jaly 23, 1957 and March 2, 1978,

S Livghoam Cral History,

“bid Tract Indizes, Commonaenlth Land Title Insurance Compary.

HComputer Files, Boulder County Clerk and Recarder

S5 Tract Indices, Commonwenlth Land Title Tnsurincs Campamny,

S41885 Calovadn State Census and 1900 United States Census

ST1910 United States Censas

e Armmitage, Theresn Banfield, and Sarah Jacohs, "Black Women and Their
11



Ciengrepivic Distribation of Restdences™

I 1900, ™ seven cur of twenty homes of black residemts were lpcated within the Little
Rectangle. Four of ihe remaming thirteen were withm two blocks, including the Jobin
Wesley McVey house at 1718 Water Sireet. Five were located on enst Pine Street or one
of 18 cross atreets, one was losated in the porhenst section of the aty (208 asd BludT
Streogs), D wers located in the nor heest (1100 Bock of North Street); and one was
Iocated in the southwest [8il amd Marine Streets). Al of fhe houses were hianes af
familics 88 opposed to single persons cusept for fwo, Marths Wilson, & forty yoar old
laundress, Tived at 1825 Frliesnth Street (between Water and Walrul Sireets); and
Mellie Gordon, a foriy-six year old laundress, lved b 1054 Water Street i The Juigle

Al were singhe Barmily homes exceg foo 2100 Peard Sisel, which housed two hilnck
fammilies. Mare than cne fumily or several sinpbes acoupied 2106 Pearl during this periad
of time: which was pot owned by 2 black redent,. Two portess and their families lived
aornss fhe street from each other at 1104 and 1029 Morth Strest, bodh now demolished for
mrslical effiees. Thers was ane lve-in servant to 8 white family, Besse Butlar to brewer

Iszae Berlin's family ot 701 Spruce Street 71 Mine of the twenty homes were owner
oeeupied.

Commnities m Colorada", Fromiiers: A Joaeal of Woemen Siwdies 112 (197T7) 4351,

p. 45

Waee Appendix B, which i3 three maps of the City of Boulder identifying the kcatsons of

hommes of black residecds wha are Ested in the 1900, 1910, and 1920 United Sties

Censuses, Black sesidents who were liva in servants 1o a white family or resided in

fraternidy or sorority houses as employess are not represented on these maps

U lse fiollowing informstion is faken Fom the 1900 United States Census

Tl 1000 Unitedd States Census entry for Bessie Butler states she was n servant 1o 1he
1z



By 1910, Boulder's black residens were even mors seatiered throughout the
comtmaity. The percentags of home ownership was the same Only eght et of 32
regidences were within thse Litke Rectangle  Six of the 23 outside of the Little Rectangle
wene within a couple blocks, including the ladnssrked Culbver-Bixby Howse™ ar 1732
Canvon (Water Streatp Bostevard, In cast Boulder, homes were located al 2045 Sproce
Stmeet and 2404 Hill Stresd {now Mapleton Avenue) m addition 1a the Pine Street homes,
The nertheast included two homes at 1943 and 2001 Marth Street in 2ddition o 2003
Bhff Strect. In the nosihwest, homes wese located ag 663 Coaeond Strest and 401 Elm
Street (now Valley View Drive). Theoe blsck families and one widow mesde their homes
inthe 1000 block of Water Streer in The Jungle. A family lived at cach of 1924 and 1993
Tils Street (east side of Tt Stree botween Peas] and Walmia Siree15) m anestory
apartments attached o il rear of § commerzial eotablishment on the southeast camar af

Pearl and Tth Sroels ™

Isnac Berlin family and lived 21 this address Teibe company tracl indices and ¢y
IHreciortes indicate that the Coulehan famaly e a1 701 Spruce in 1900 1snac Beslin
wag & Boulder merchant with a shsop an Peard Street and the son-m-law of 1. A Streeter,
ihe photographer Lo whom Hensy Stevens was "bound oul” as a servant when he came o
Boulder.
"IThe following information is taken from the 1910 United States Census
P andmark Number T8-3; City of Boulder Ordinance Number 4375
74These addresses are across Trh Street from the Amett-Fullen House, wiiich is the offica
of Historc Bouldes, lnc. The Thamas Dirvin family lived at 1924 Ttk Street in 1910 No
employiment is listed for Thomas, et his wife, Maortkz, is listed 05 o "laundress a3 bome®.
They bind three young chibdren. 1athe 1913 and 1916 City Pvreeides, Thomas Dicvin is
reported az living ai the cormer of 109k and Water Strests (The Jungle) There is no recosd
of the Darvin family in the D918 (e Direcioy. In 1920, Martha, bt not Thames, Dirdn
nodd two of ber children lived ai 1840 15tk Sireet. They are then absent again until the
1523 Ciry Dreciory which records their living at 2105 Coss Street. They pppear in the
ity Diregiovies ot that address uetid Thomas?' deathin 1951 Along with their voung

13



All were homes of Tamilies excepd for three: Jehmie Johnson, the forty-one year old widow
whi Ived af 1044 Water Street in The Jungle, Mattie Stevens, a thirty vear ald widow
wiho Bved a1 22102 Pive Streer, nest door (e Henry and Fannde Stesens, and whio was
probably a relative; and three single women who worked as a Buridress to & private Ty,
n caok fo a privade family, and a laundress at home, all of whom lived in the multi-family
building at 2106 Pear] Streer In addivion, a twentytwo vear ald woung woman, Jennee
Winn, worked as a servant and lived in the houschold of Mawde Gardiner at 2237 Sixh
Street on Mapleton FRll, Brs, William . Barnett, age fifiy, worked as 8 live-in cook at 8
freterrdty vuse at 1835 101h Sireed, and Tanbe Brooks, age thirty-eight, was a servant ta

& privite Gmily lving at the Univessity of Colorade.

I nedlitionn 4o the Dirvin Familly, upsward geographic mobility was demonstrated by labore
Johm Andersen, who Bved) "ness the cormer of (mdustrial} |1 and Walne Streets” in the

1202 and 1896, hu had maved 1o 8 house at 2147 23 Srreet by 1500 76

In 1918, Boulders black howsng did ood (21l mio the rigidly' segregaied englives which
characterized citbes with greater black populations, such as Denaver, Pushlo, gnd Caolordn
Springe. ™" Although Boulder's early black residents lived throughou the commusity ug (o

daughter, Avi, (hey are busied in Colunsbia Cemetery. This famnily tllusirates how censas
cntries alone can be mislesding regarding a family's history m Boulder.

Willinm and Beesie Halsd] and their four children lived at 1930 Tth Swe in 1910
Wilfiam's occupation was *laborer, any work®. In 1911 William = Rsted in the O
Ihpeciory ae living at 714 Pear] Street, which s the sddress of tee comaercal enberprigs
behind which he is reportod as living in 1900, This could be the swme sddress. The
Halsell family does nol appear in Cify Drectories afler 1911,

TI1892 and 1896 Bowlder, Colossdo Ciry Iirearonies.
TE 000 United States Consus.
TTarmitne, Ranfickd, and Jacobus, “Blsck Women and Their Communities in Calarado®,.
. 145,
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0 im *The Jugle®, the home of black residents

Umdlated phoic
lahn and Mosa Thomas in |
thres boarders: Wes Oarry,
A Moaroe Fort, listed omby a5 a lodger. The view is bookime soutly The louse in the
distance on the left is across Beulder Crae

npd af 1066 Waler Stre

v were 28 and 21 yenrs odd. They
A private

Thea 1
a kahorer; his wile, Louise Garry, a cook [

nmily
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F410, no resident Eved in the bwe bedter neighborhoods—-Mapleton Hill and Old Town
(directly monbwest and northeast of dowrstown Boubder}--except as servants With few
caceplions, their homes were on the fringes of the existing built town. For example,
Cernee Lingham recalls pestunelind beband Fer house at 2000 Morth Streel while she
growing up in the 1900 ™ The area divectly to the cast of the Little Rectangle was used
fior pasturing livestock ™ The Pine Street houses were &t the very eastern edge of
Boulder whem ibey were built in the 18800 and 18505, and thee Morth Street homes of the
rwo ppomters and their farmilies were ot the northern edge. A photograph of Reverend Clay
and his family in front of 802 Marine Street taken from the nosth in the early 18905 shows
barren hallgides 1o the south md soutbeeest, In 19140, the homes of black fmabies formed &

ring within, but at the outer edges of, the cormmunity.

Tlhe louses within the Little Recangle and along east Pine Streel ware simple, franse
houses. Some were reminiseend of hall and parlor folk houses of the narl south #
Chetsice of the Latle Rectangle area, several of the houses owned by black residents were
typical furn of the century brick bungabows with Queen Anne detailing. Examples of the
latier me the Lingham house at 2001 Monh Strest, the Townserd-Horme howse at 2003
Bheff Street, and the Bryand House at 1327 Armpahoe Avenue, all three of which sl
atand.

o ool Sl Clpprtnnisies

“ﬂrm'e ng,-'rmw i al Histoary, Graee Linghem Intervies wath Dan W Cosson, Ouolaher

25, 1998

TRtk Cave Flowers Cval History, March 25, 1976, Cirnegie Branch Library For Loeal

History

M hiiacre and Simmons, CGose-Orove Neyghlortuwd Hisiory aind Swreey Sesiie, p. 26,
15



Colorado was felt by blacks to have favosable employnsent conditions. The state b A
whale drew many back immigrants ¥ "Comversely, such states as Nosth and South
Dakota, ldabo, Utah, amd Mevada, which offered few opportumities For blacke, had small
blnck pepulations.”®  Boulder, with 2 small black population, found its population
emgplayed.

Lewis Crwens was the best employved black gentleman in PRS0, working ns a clerk in s
store. Other mabe jobs inchuded two hotel waitecs, two cooks n hodels, and twao laboress
The women worked prinrily st bome ss laundresses. Young women and girls 25 voung
a8 seven worked a5 servants in private bomes, By 1885, the 1ot of men hat improved
aomewhat as jobs held by black residents included portere, a minigier, and both a mine
and farmer whe lived in town, In 1900, servant was added to laundress as the cnly jobs
which bisck women perfoomed. One gentleman, Albert Harrs of 2145 Goss Streef was a

pumber B

By 1914, the lasborer jobs had become more specialized, including hod carber, jamiior,
teamster, railread section hamd, boot black, and plasterer. Bemjaman Burton , wha reskded
a1 1354 Arapaboe Avenue, was a barber. Listher Molinney, whe resided at and awnesd
18232 Gross Street, was emploved as & tadlor. Tom Wallace, of 2145 Gose Street, chaned
joibs From porler o tailor

A hardful of gentlemens were busivess ownecs, Proviowsly mention was Feverend Chay
and his carpet cleaning business. John Wesley MeVey, who came fo Boulder with his

e T ——

EIny Sherman Savage, Slecky i ohe West, (Wesipon, Conpecticul: Greerwood Press,
E?ﬁ}. ool

F1) 008 United States Census
B4 910 United States Census. Milon, "Boulder's Early Black Settlers”
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family im TB9T,H was an amateur mvusician who resided at and owned 1718 Wazer Street.
He oamed a barber shop called "The lowa”, whnch mcluded o billinrd parlor as well I
was originally ecated at 1530 Pearl Street but moved 1o 1526 Pearl Street in 1907 8
Lewis Andrews, age 20, who resided at and owned 401 Elm Street, owned hiz own
houseclearmng business. Another Lous Andrews, age 73, who resded at and owned a
heouase i the: 1304 block of Soub Swreet, lveBd fom b8s *owi income® ¥

Blacks bad exreme difficalty with epward job mobiity naticwside danmg, tis period of
time. 3 This wns true in Denver and Boubder se well 1o the 1890 United States Census
infoemadion for Denver, the only jobs held by Back gemtlemen wene porter, doy Inbarer,
janitor, or barber, ¥ Grographic mebility G blacks throughout the coustre was inversehy
propanional o their siame ™ The nature of the available jobe helps soplain why fewer af

the later dack anavals o Boulder made Toulder sheir fomy berm residence.

Mt oof the black swomen m the Wes) were emploved sutside of the home or doing
laundry a1 home. Bany of their hoshands jols were low payirg areating o need o
comtribute 1o the family ineome. 0 Ao anslysis of the pereentage of Western black

wwarnen whiy worke] rovesls that:

A highes percentage of black women 1han while women worked outside
ol their homes, While white female workers mnged fram twelve to fwenty-

S8ty Cenmera, Augast 6, 1951
S Ramiller, Colomdo ity iregiarics,
71900 Unsterd States Census.
FTank, "Mobility and Goeupational Stucture on the Late Mineteenth Century Frontier®,
L 19a-T,

., p. 200
i, p. 212
Glenda Riley, *America's Daughters: Black Women in the Wes", Moo The
Magersing of Westeris History 38 (Sprng 19883 14-27, p. 21
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five percent of all teenage and adult white women, black fensale workers
composed as kigh as forty 1o fifiy percent of all teenage and adult black
women .. Black woemnes oof oaly had higher rates of emplovment tan
white women did, bt racial prejudics also kept them from bolddmg all but
the more medsl jobe ¥
In Boulder, there was o marked increase n emploved women who were ot heads of
households from 1900 0 1910, By 1910, the forty 1o Gy percent figure mgpested in the

preceding paragraph &= gpplicakle

Thres pentlemen had miber colorful careers.

Altbough he did nat reside in the City of Boubder, miner Tunfus Lewis was p froqoent
vigiter 10 his friends, the MeVey family, whose children he bourced en his knee, From his
o im the Boulder Courdy moumiams, He sl iwo other blacks incorporsied ihe
Ciolden Chest Mimeg, Milling, and Tunned Company in 1907, £0 T, Jacksan wag 8

sharcholder. This ventura Gailed and resubied m protracted lidgation in e 1910 %

George Morsen, who came 1o Boulder s1 age sine in 1900 with his brother Lee, worked
with his beother, sister, &nd brodher-in-law for the Morrison Brothers Suing Band as 2 boy
dusing dhas first decade of the tweniseth century. They played m méening camps, for
Frateristy housss, and wherever lse they eoald.*! George played string instruments by

Ly
M See anticle by Thomes L Green, "Junius B Lewis and the Golden Chest Mindng
Comgpany®, Colorade Magastne £ 1 [Winter JE73E 25240
MGee article by Joan Recse, “Two Genlanen of Mole Gearge Mortison, Paul
Whiternan, andd Thear Fazz®, Colovaclo Hevitage 2 (1986) 2-13,

1k



ear. He began violin lessons an age twelve, but plaged handmede “fddies” of cornsalks
arel sirings hetore that, copying kis father and grandfather who were fiddbing champeons in
Sefissouri * The band inchsded members of the MeVey and Resves fimilics, all of whin
became related in later venrs. Greorge marred in 1911 and maved to Denver, where he
became o nated jaze musician and achieved natbonal fame, Hazel MeVey Wilsom,
dasghter of John and Emma MeVey, was the pinno plaver for the band. She resinseed

in a naid- | 980's intersaew

(M dad, our family nese was MeVey, tan g poad kall and barhershop

on Pearl. Boubder was a pretty moe place then, Ceorge and 1 ook lessons
ropether, me on the piane, kim an the vialin, In the bardd, it was me on the
piano, his brother Lee on the bass, George Reeves on the dnoms Everybady
cead mow but me. Played cverywhere, country music, music for ballreom
damcing --just what the peopls warres 5

Limsdonshtedly the mest colochul black cosidend of Boalder during ibis penad was O, T
Jsckaon, who = most Fmaous fore his founding of the Dearfield Calomy For blacks in
southeastern Weld Cownty in 1900, Jackson lved in and out of Boulder Far Gfteen vears--
TR 1 1907, Barn in Oafiord, Ohic, he was 8 ealerer in Dever and [deho Spings
tefore coming 1o Boukder. Winle m Boublder hie ran operated several restaurants and

catering services, including being the ficst manages of the Chavtaugua Diniog Hall m 1858,

i darly Camera, Movember 8, 1974,

id , p. 4
0. Wilan felt that 0. T. Jackson opened has first restarant in Boulder in 1892, The
book referved 1o in the following paragraph, which bsts O T, Jackeon as a lesding
Boulder busimessman, was published in TR93, the same year that Jackson's wifi first
purehased real eatate in the city, An arbele inthe Deily Camera in July, 1894, indicaics
that Jackson had bailt a regutation in the commamty by that tme. A Inter micls in (e
Ltly Camera, on Sepiember 1, 1945, reparding Jack son's selling of bis store and filling
station al Dearficld, Colorado, and Jackson's obituary on February 19, 1948, state thai he
came to Colarado in 1B8T amd 10 Boalder in 1890 The 1824 date appears to be incorreet.

1%



In 1853, Jackson was lisbed as one of Boulder's keading businessmen in ihe Historical and
Descriptive Review of Colorade's Enterprising Citles: Thele Leading Business
Houses and Progressive Men, " a review of fourteen Colorada toms and cities outside
of Denver. Jackson was the only black gentleman of the forty-five men hsted, whach
incloded the mayor, the judge, counly clerk, attorneys, merchants, and manufacturers ™

Tacksom aperated an oysler howse restaumnt inthe 1900 beck of 131h Sueet in 1892 149
Foa approximately nine monihs commencing July, 1354, he opemted the Brainard Hotel
{later the Anseic Hotel), in the 1000 block of Fear] Street, renaming it the Stllman Hatsl.
The Benrifer News announced on July 26, 1894, that " M7 Jackson thoroughly
understands bes business and under hie menagement the hatel i sure 1o hecome popular,
The Deely Camery Clirisimas Eve edsizon in 1854 reporied that:

Tacksom will make a memovable svert of the Stiltman Horel Christmas
cimmer Says e has the genuine opossum among siher delicacies for his
uaesls

Boulder pioness Anthony Amnetl, the propenty owner, 1ook the Stllman Fatel back in
March, 1595, when Jackson relurmed 1o Derver temiporarily to work a5 a cateser for the
Universty Chuls "™ Tn 1856, he was operatisg the Stillman Lunch Coanter 31 1312 Feal
Srreey 102

R fistovical and Deseripiive Review of Coforada’s Enerprising Cities, Vneir Loading
Husiress Howses anad Progresave bes, (Demver: Tne. Lethem, 1593),
*5ee Appendix C, which is a list of all prominent men included for Boulder, with thir
states o7 covntries of bath
HWhditan, "Boulkders Early Black Setilers”.
UM Perity iz, March 4, 1895
2B auler, Colarade, Ciie Directary, 1896
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g it Stillman Hotel snd Cafe hack m fiont of 1036
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Phatograph of O. T Jackson's Stillman Hoted and Cafe, 1025 Peard Street, 1895, 0.7
Jackson is fourth from the left. Carnegie Braecch Library for Local History, Bowlder
Historscal Society Collection



Three properties in the 2200 block of Pine Street were owned at ane time by Jackson's
wite, Sadie.'"5 The Jacksons lived at 2228 Pine Street, which was purchased in 1893 and
sold in 1902, Sadie owned an mterest in the property next door, at 2224 Pine Steet, for
two weeks in 1896, transferring it to Alexander James. Sadie also owned the property
two doors away, at 2220 Pine Street, for three and one-half months besween November,
1895, and March, 1896, transferring it to Fannse Stevens.  After leaving the City of
Boulder, the Jackson's moved 1o their *resort”, theee miles east of Boulder on Valley Road
(Arapahoe Avenue), at what is now the northeast corner of 55th Street and Arapahoe
Avenue, a site which includes the present Boulder Dinner Theater

“Jackson's Resort" was in operation from 1897 to 1907, when Boulder County went dry m
the spring election of the latter year. '™ ‘The resoct was a dinner club which catered to
whites. On February 18, 1897, the Bowkder News reported that:

O T Jackson, the popular restaurant man, is putting up busldings and
other expensive improvements, intended for a summes resort, in the
grove on the north sde of Valley Road between bere and Weasenhom's
lnke

At a *Tally-Ho Party and Jollificstion” on Friday Evening, November 16, 1900, a party
given by Charles A. Butsch and his fiancee Della Eschenberg, a country menu was served,
inchuding bean soup, fried cat fish, soused down pig’s feet, and dandelion salad, followed
by corn cob pipe and tobacco. The "Program”, with musse by Professar Gill's Symphony
Onch , hund Lwedve selections, mcluding the Witz Quudiilie, the Virginis Reel, aml
Dan Tucker,'%5 The name of the resort was changed to the *Country Club® in 1905 to

19T ract Indices, Commonwealth Land Title Insurance Company.
19 )ity Camera, February 19, 1948
10T his original program was fited in the Daily Camera clippings file regarding O, T
Jackson until recently when it was transferred to Carnegie Branch Library for Local
Hastory
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Photowraph of @, T, Jackson m front of hes hoome al 2228 Pioe Street, circa mid-1890%
His wifie Sacla is lolding a child behind to fence 1o 0O T .'s lelt. Alse visible are 2224 and
2220 Pine Street, Cormegie Savch Libwary for Locel Hisory, Bowider Historical Society

Calleciion.
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emphasizs that it was open vear round, not only during the summer season 10 Jacksen
did et personelly operate the resort at all times, sometimes leasing it 10 others (o
manaze ' He married his second wil, Minerva Mok, in Danver in Juby, 1905 W8

Jackson wrote a letter to the editor of the Daifl Comens printed on October 27, 1908, in
which he lambasted Republioans for suggesting that be supported the Democratic county
ticket with the goal of getting back the Bquor heense for his resort. The resor buarned
nmysteniously on Janoary 24, 1912, during a time when Reverend Inmes Cliy had been
paven charge of the hulding by Jackson, Clay was in town 1 the time of the fire. The
buildding was completely destroped but entirely coversd by inswrmnce, 0%

Biesadies bis role i the Foundise of the DewGeld Coboay after he Jafi Boulder, Jackson
went on to become messenger 10 severnl Colorado Govermors of bodh pofitieal parties
From 1900 for over bwenty years T930%, 119 pxeept for the term of Bau Klux Klan membes
Clasence Morley in 1925 and 1926, The Coforode Seneser reponed on January 16,
1415

Amang the enployess of the Siate Capitol thal are retained i iber
postigns is 0T Jaokson, who has served three perms, and sow m

his favrth as messenser 10 the Gevernor, Mr. Jackson's retention proves
that efficienay af service and attention o duty are recognized beyond
pelitics

Inckson died in Creeley in 1948

mﬁﬂmf_u Cianper, September 11, 1905,
Tl Camera, June 30, 19040
W8 e e, July 15, 1905
09 ety ewsr, Janwary 25, 1912,
VU ity Cmerer, Februany 19, 1948,
el
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Bliserimisiefion

Calarado had o more liberal racial climate than most of the nation during the yenrs that
Boulders early black resicents arrived, This "may (be) attributalde in part to the fact that
large mambers of Southern whites did not establish residence (Gn Colorada) in wake of the
Chvil War, as they did in Oklnhama®. ' Blacks posed neither an economic nor & political
threat because of their Jow muanbers. '1? Because Baw blacks living in the state were bom
autsicle of the South, Colorade may have seemed like a racial paredise.

T e West (offered) blacks relatively more freedom, and those whe went there had 2
hetter chance than thoss who remained at home” 113 Ameng the Recky Mountain
atstes, Colovade was the mogt prommsing, destination for blocks”, amid wae “largely fad by
migrants from Kansag® /M In the West, blacks encountered ® o racksl cimate in which
(i} enpoyed o rekatovely lgh degree of physical and psycholegical freedoan, but which

wae hardly egalidarian” '

O iz 8516 back residents living in Coborado in 15900, 4928 were borm in Sowthermn,
meluding border, stales. The 1521 who were borp in Colorade were children or young
men and women . The addivicmal 687 who were boen in Kansas and twenty-five in Indian

EL Mpare, *Seeking & Mew Life*, p. 173,
Thid | pp. 167, 171
1 5aynge, Mlacks i e West, p, 19
VH yrmiitape, Banfiald, and Jseobuws, "Black Wemen and Their Communities in Colorada®,
.45,
I'J“Ilnndaﬂ B Weods, “Istegration, Brclusion, or Segregstion” The Celorling in Kansas",
Wostern Histaricad Duaerly 14 (1083). 181-198, 5, 194
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Territory wese moat likely children of Black immigrants to (hat state and termitory.
Fourteen were bon in California. Only 1361, ar sixtéen percent, were horn in Morthemn
states 1%

Baulder's percentage of blacks with & Southenn hesitage is even greater than the satewide
percentages. In DB, all adults had been borm in Sowther, including bordsr, stales,
alibaagh some of tharr childres had been bom i Kmsas or Colorade. This is true as well
for 1885 with the exception of one female toeotv-seven vear alid servant who was bom in
Fangas 17

By 1904, only a hareful of adults of Dewlder's black population of seveaty bad heen born
cutside of the Soutl. Joln Anderson, a firty year ald Ishorer, was boen in Indiana, Bessie
Dhutler, & live-in servant, was bom in Mew Torsey, Frank Hall, a twenty-dour year old
parter, wis o in Kanzas, Jessie Elking, also o fwenty-Tour year old porter, was boin in
Colorado, amd Emma MoVey, the rwenty-thres vear old wife of Tohn Wesley MoVey, was

borm in (e, 19

The 1910 percentage of Southem born blacks is even greater than that for 1900 Ot of 5
population of 160, enly sx adults were bean autside of the Soutl. In addition 1o Emma
MeVey, Frank Lingham, a thirty-nine yesr old bod carrier, was bors in HlEnais; Jehi
Thoannas, 2 fwenty-eight year ol Inborer, was born in Olio, Beasie Marable, 2 twenty-two
year old mother of an mband, was bom in Connecticet, Mary Smich, & thirty-five year ohi

Hipfoare, "Secking a Mew Life, p. 176
PETIRR0 United States Ceneue asd 1885 Colorado State Census.
VIR o United States Census.
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cleaning woman and single mother 1o fve childsen, was born in lowa, and Benjamin
Burton, a firty-eight ‘vear old barher, who was bern in Konsas 1%

O the ather hand, the early white residents of Boubder had their origins in the Morth. OF
the forty-Four prominent men listed in the Historical and Descriptive Review of
Cobwade's Exberprising Cifies in 1893, only Tour were from Southern siabes. Mew
England, Mew York, Iinois, amd Ohic were the states of birh of the vast majoaity, six
were from the British Isles, one from Germany, one fiom Poland,; ad one from Prince
Edward Lsland 12

The sacial life of the Beulder's Black residents centered around the fwo churches: the A
. E. Church and the Second Baptist Chierch, Goumnded m 1884 and 1908, respeciively, '
The Intter did ned have a building ustil the 194002 After meeting in varwas localions, the
aengregation semsdelled » carpentry shap at 241h and Pear) Streets for tensporary quares
which bsted over thinty years 122 A M. E Clwurch mindsters lived ina hose 21 1745
Penrd Streed which was behind the ehurch. Schoolbs were alwaye integrated pursuail ihe
Colorace eonstitution, which provides for i distinetian based upon eolor M3 * Since the

10 90 Uwited States Censws,
1M e Appendix C.
2 Allen Chiapel, A M. E. Chureh Flisiory, Charles Nifow Collecitan, Camegie Branch
Library for Local History, Sewvenie Pragrom of 7ok Amwversary, Second Rapist
Chrarch, 2437 19k Streed, Sowbder, Colorado 860302, p. 1.
122 Sonrventtr Pragoram of Tt Anniversary, Second Bapisd Clieh. Charter mesbers of
the Sacond Baptis Chureh were Frank and Lulu Linghasm, Lula Gibson, Vsl
Goodwin, Daigy and Rebert Harne, Mary 1. Reeves, Thomas Rucker,and Willism H.
Willis.
B3 onstiution of the State of Colorada, Arficle TX, Seetion B
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adopizen of this conslitution, Colorade's schools lave been open 1o all persens, and i
thime bias been amy condision, it bas not come to light™ 134

Beoause the homes of back residents waere scattered throughian the commumity, Few el
that overt discrimination was o factor in their daily lives. Howeves, discriminatson
undoubiedly played & pronsinent role in the inability for mest black residents to rise above
I paying or menial jobs,

AFTER 1910 A TIME OF DECREASTNG POPULATION

Surmarary

Boulder's Black populition decreased fram & ligh of 160 6 1910000 103 0 1938 0
bovered in the 120°% during the 15920'% arul 1930 The primary reasen for (hie decline was
the: lack of job opportunitics available 1o black citizens. The types ol pobs which moss
blacks perfonmed dissppeared as the mimber of hotels and milroads decreased and because
Boulder had decided not tooexpaned it inchestrial base. As okler members of familizs
stayed in Boulder, the younger peneration tied thels bopes to other places, primarily

Denver,

Drigcriminatory practices oceusred freguuently m resaurants and theaters. Black kigh
sthaol studemts were excluded from social clubs The Ko Kl Klan was influentzl m
Eoulier County Far a fine wears in the carly 1930, as it wns elsewhers in the state, but it
directed isell primarily 1o Catholics, not Backs. Greater discrimimation in housing

oecurred a5 the vast majority of blacks resided in the Little Rectangle grea by 1920, Some

V¥ e, Macks i e Weas, p. 150
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overt dscrimmimatory meidests, inchuding Klan type tacties, occurred imto the 1930 and
1940 ’

The perception of newcomers to the community to diseriminatory practices depended om
their prior experiences. Those blacks whi emigrated from the South contimued to feel thet
Boulder was not particularly discriminatory, even though acts of discrimination imolving
famaly members occurted. Those who came from places where they did not experience
ragial prajudice, such aa Ruth Cove Flowers, fell differently. Even with the success of the
Colorade Clhautaugus ard the samiarin, both thought to be Southern infusseed, Boukler
continicd to be o community with vs roots in the East and Michasst, with many Europesn
Do residents A perceived Southen domination was nod 1he reason Tor racial

discrimination
Stk ol fenb £l iwwises

Becmese of the lack of job mability for blecks, general ecooomic changes and bocal
decisions severely linited job opportunities. The loss of men was apparend by 1920 when
mare female heads of households exasted: thirteen owt of focty, with five ndditional

women Tving e werking, as servands in private homes or faternity hosses '

Cinity & handfisl of men had better jobs im 1920 than they did m 1910, Eugene Horer, age
forty-five, of 19406 Water Street, who owned & second hard furmaiure stose at 1RZT, then
1831, Pearl Sireet, was a new busingss owner. Frank Lingham of 2001 Morth Street had a
better job: brick mason instead of hod carsier.  Albont Bonner, of 1927 Gess Street, age
twenty-seven, slee worked as brick mason, Overall, however, the jobs became mone

LE5 020 Wnited States Census



memal, with more gertlemen warking as day laborers. One gentleman worked as ralrosd
freight beader. Eight gentlemen and twe ladies worked in hoiels, 120

Raitrosds had madiieaally provided some employment to back genlemen a3 Iabarers or
porters Beabder has boasted sxteen railraad companios in its bistory, 27 Most were
operational ot the turm of the century.  However, "as automohiles, and then, inter-city
bruges became popular, fewer people rde the imins® 129 Railrosd jobs were ef iin

il process.

The number of hotels in Boulder dwindled as well in the Ars) docsles of the twenteth
century. Hotel porier, whiter, aml cook jobs were lost in this economic change. OF the
traalve hatels operating m Baolder in the ey 149000, Balf were no langer in hosness I:n-'
the coul of the 1920, and most of the others ked become rooming houses 2%

Perhaps most imporiant was the City af Bowhder's demsson nod 10 axpand iis indusinal
bags [nthe 1870%, & few emall marfacouring cetablishments were located in Boukler
As Lynn [, Permigo stated A Muioim Fisiory af Howlder: J87 L P94, in describing,

Baulders e 19th Cestory inchestry

T the samall shops st Boubder were added soawe larger oncs, later, as
Thour mills, emelting plants, machine shops, brick manufaciures, broweries,
and for a while, an odl refinery. Hewever, in the 1890 & conflict aross

l!ﬁm_

L gibyia Petiem, Troeking Down Boulder, Celorerdo’s Raifroody and Roacs of the
Mensetorives cned Pl (Within the Boaluler Historic Cantext Area, Prepared for the
Boulder Historic Comtext Project and Submitted to the Boulder Plansing Department,
195

liﬁml P 44

L2 ganford Charles Gladden, Hetely of Bowlider. Cedormife, from 1868, [Boukler: Jahnson
Publighing Comgpany, 1970).
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berween those citizens who wished {o keep Bowlder guiet end atirsctive
enid Lhose who wanted industries with large plants 2nd payrolls. This
when & prospective industrialist was brought to the civy, only te find
meager encowragement, ong disappointed citizes (Bowlder Daily Canrera
editor Lucies © Paddock) prodested *Boulder oust have factories and
b onthy wary to get them is to seize them when in sight .. * As this
coatention continged on down through the vears the epposition gererally
prevaled, and in 1940, with abundant power and oiher resources, the

ity bl paly fourteen manufsciuring plants producing goods valued ender
hall'a seallion delars a year, mostly cutlery and food producs.

O ol thee reasans for the opposition to manufacturing was the headway
which Boulder was making as an educations] center . 1¥

The loss of the oppartunity W iransfer 10 industrial jobs further decreassd & back
resident's ahility to survive in Boulder.

Black tamifics may hove remnined in Boubder becavss of i "affluence and the presence of
uriversity sludents meant maws work opporiunities as cooks, meids, and laundresses |
Anil because (social and econembc) conditions were nol sgaificandly better ampahers
edse”, 31 Wihen cooneme: condifions changed in the 1940

Thie people jusl ledl in drowes Thesie peaple made mon: maney in

o month than they had seen in g year. Amd they found owl they could
do something else besides washing and ironing 32

bany children of Boukler's bnck famdlies migrated 1o Derver where the job opporunsies
ware better. Oibers wenl to California, "7 Although the 1950 United Stabes Consus

reports 113 blacks in Boulder in 1950, in 1945, just two years prion, oaly 93 were

DO i 1. Perrige, A Musicipel History of Sowider: [T871-1946, Sponsored by The
Boulder County Histariea] Saciely nd the City of Roulder, 1946, pp. 1920
1 & rnitage, Banfleld, and Jacolbuas, "*Biack Wamen and Ther Cammunitics in
Colorade”, p. 46
U20hid | Ierview by Authors with Futh Cave Flowers,
hig
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reported as living there 1™ Thesefore, the final exodiss was drametie. For thaose with
college degrees who decided 10 stay, they could not find suitable employment in Boulder
For examgple, Cloora Reeves, who grow ap in Boukder, obtgined 1 bome sconoisics degres
a1 Cornell University and taugha in the Sesth, bat worked 25 2 cook in a sorarity
house. % A black gerbeman with a masters degree warked as a boathlack as lnte ns
1iugg 136

Coveypeatgtuc: Dusieibresion of Restderoes! T

Baulder was smficotly more segregated in 1920 than 7 was in 19101 Twenry-three
out of forty househohls were looatesd within the Little Rectangie. [n fact, twelve small
bepuies were crnmmed onto ane bock fice—the nerth sidz of the 1900 block of Gose
Street—which meluded some tiny back lot houses This segrepaon ovmrred even though

Boudder has never had racial covenants ' OF the rempining seventeens househihls, s

g gl Lawrence Brumton, & masiers degree stucent in sociolagy al the University of
Coborada in 1948, wrode o thesis eotitbed The Megroes of Sandder, Cedorades: 4
Conmimunisy Avafesis of an Edwie Moy Group. His resesrch includixd interviewing 54
of the 93 blnck residents of Boulder at that tme. Census Ggures may reflect a higher
ousnber of black residents during this period beemse of the Hack 1eachers who were
continaing their educations al the University of Calorado bat could not live in the
dormiteries. Later in this paper will be explained the sineion where black families took
m thess hoarders. This is nod verified but ey explain the disorepany,
L35 pilon, "Boulder's Early Black Settlers”
VB anton, The Mogrovs af Bowlder, Celord, p 52
'37%ee Appendix B, which is naps of Boulder showing residents of blacks and black
fmilies listed on the 1900, 1910, and 1920 United States Censuses, to eompare the
1 distrination for those vears.
T he falbywing information i tken o the 1920 Usited Staies Census ualess
otherwiss nied.
3% shert Lawrence Brunion, The Negroes of Boulder, Calorado: 4 Camntunity
Avaalysis e e Exbrvic: Minryy Growg, M. A Thesis, University of Colorado Sociology
[repariment, 1948 p. 346
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were within a couphe of blocks of the Little Rectangle. Five of the households outside of
the Little Rectangle were bames of families wha had lived in their homes for many years,

Ome resslence was in The Jungle area and another on 9th Street between Walnut and
Water Streefs. One gesdbeman, Flenry Willinms, a dishwasher in g restagrae, boarded m
furnished reoms ot 1913 Thirteenth Street. Cook Hesderson , the mintster of the A M. E,
Claurch, lived with bas wifi Ethel on the church propery.

There were only two addiional owner occupied residencos in oiher arcas of the iy,
iy Cuppagg: i sevenby-nme yvear ol laundress, vexl at 825 Dewey Sireet with her
grandson and pranddaughier. Her prandaon Johs, ape twenity-three, worked as 8
machanist in o garge William and Sarab Bryant, aze sixty-thiee and fity, feed ag 1327

Arapahos Avemic. William worked as s janitor in a selool boilding.

By 192, the percentage of owner cocupied houses had shnank (o tan houses, or
approcimately one-third of the total family homes. Several of the bowses on Goss Steet
were owned by ack mesidents who resedd them to famaly members o ciher black
familses. Many of the reniers purchased the bomes i whech they were bving during the
19203, This fact, in combination with a dwindling younger papulstbon, resulted in the
percemage of bome swnership inerensing. In 1930, when 42 5% of black
householders owned their homes stewids, Boulder's percentage of black homeowners
was T2 5%, In 1940, 36 7% of black householders owned their homes statewide {35 4

140y 930 United States Cemsus, Popidanon, Folume VY, p. 205,
1411940 United States Consus, Howsing, Folone I, General Characierisios, Parr 2, p
31T
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Y In Derver), but Boulder's percentage was 71 2% In 19458, 27 ot of 31 homes were
ewned is opposed 1o rented 142

Rudh Cave Flowers remembered that when she came to Bouler from Cripple Cresk in
1907 with her obder suter Dorothy and grandmother, Mimessta (Mienic) Wasers, they
could nat find & place to live except in the Linke Rectangle. They rented & house at 1912
Wdes Stres=t until thery buitt the small house a1 2019 Goss Sirect in 1921 which Ruth
owned until her death in 1980, Her grandmother worked 2 2 cook in restaurnts during
this time while Ruth and Dorothy attended State Preparatory Schoal, ancd kter when Buth
sttended the Limversity of Colorada 143

O o 1he last black residents of The Jungle in 1920, Chester MeClelland, whase wife
wias an [ndian, pl.'lrl.'|ﬂ3|3d a house an Cioss Streel n ]':"2]."“' wineh was ||Jd'l1ill.'l1.- A move

up alithough to a segregated neighbashood

Laizg Tera Nesiclemis

Few I the: c:hibiren of Roulder's early black immigrants staved io the community. The
notable excepiions are ibe Linglam chibiren, Irang amd Grace, and the Moseley

descerdants. Family meimbsers of both were il living in the fnily lsomes iobo the 1980%

After Joha Wﬁd-e_-.- MeVey's death m 1913, Emma MoVey moved to 2145 Cigss Street

with ber children ard ubimately o 2127 Water Srreer 195 She moved 1o Desver in 1945,

MBrunton, The Negroes of Sowlder, Colorado, p 38,
Y43 s Cerve Wlenvers Dhed Hissory. Ruth Cave Flowess, Speech ai Benlder High
School, 1972, Beoth retaimed at Carnegie Branch Library for Local History.
9T rag Tndices, Commonwealth Land Title Inserance Company
I43hig)
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where some of ber children were living  She remained active in Boubder's A M. E.
Church until her deagh i 1951, when she ®lay in staie” ot the charch, "9 She and her
hushand are buried in the Columbia Cemetery, ™7

The Maorrsan femaly with its martiages became the most numergus black family ofier
1930 Gearge Morvison, the fanous rrsiclan, had moved 1o Denver, but several of ks
siblinus stayed in Boulder. Reona Morrison, George's sister, mamied Caleb Allen in 1915,
They lived &1 2004 Gaoss Street until Reona's death in 1959 and Caleb's death in 1963 at
age ninety. Cabsh was the janitor of the Mencantile Bank Building ai Pearl and Broadway
far thisty-gight yeass ¥ They are bunied in the Cpfumbia Cemetery, 49

Crearge Mosvizan's sster Mary manded Georpe Reeves, ooe of the Boulder membsers of
L fnd Geonge Mordgon's bamd.  They bved ag 1921 Gioas Street unbil Gearge's death m
1950 and Mary's in 196015 T wag their dnuglies, Cleora, n graduaie of Cornell
Unbwersdty, wha worked as cook n the Alpha Phi Serartty Flouse Cleora died in 1078

and i5 buried beside her parents in the Columbia Cemetery 150

"Aunt” or "Grandmadher™ Afice Basken became somewhat of a mairiarch to Boukder's
black comemunity,.  Mother to Mary Reeves, Leona Allen, Cares Ray, and Lee and
George Morrison, she started the practice of taking in black University of Coborada
s sohool sadents ¥ These students were teachers from the South whee nesded 1o

LG fapi e e, Avpst 9, 1951
1T Higtaric Boulder, Cofumibia Cmetery Dotabose.
Y8 ity Cramers, Apeil 4, 1963
14 istoric Boulder, Inc., ofumbie Cemetery Datolare,
V30 i g, July 29, 1950 and Tanusry &, 1960,
15 Historic Boulder, Inc., Columbie Cemetery Darabase,
Y5 Amthory Ray, Letler to Billie Arlene Gram, Movember 7, 1993 haeder Nifon
ollecriion,
73



mamtaie thesr credentials, but were not permitted 10 #ttend Southern colleges. Many
black families in the Little Rectangle Rflowed Aliot's eomple. Her deugliter and son-in-
faw, Beona and Calel Allen, kept ffteen sudents aid provided two meals a day.! 5 Alice
Basket lived inthe two story house ad 1905 Gose Street, the morthenst corner of 19th and
Gioss Streeis which stll stands, from 1923 il ber death in 19353 21 nge eighty-eight ' *
She also owned aller property on Goss Street which she rented o ber mary relatives 133
Alice is buried heside her hushand in Cobumbin Cemetery. |5

LNgering nafion

Digeriminglory practices were increasingly more prevalen) alfler 1O, They soouresd
dniky Fife, it nat in death, as Columbin Cenwtery was not segregaiod. Although many
black residends arc buned i the back, or the western third of the cemedery, just as many
arg buried througher, 57

Black neweamers 1o Boulder afier 1919 had 10 beeome accusiomed to a diseiminnloay
chimate. Two wamen who moved o Boulder m 1917 and 1924 resprectively had quine

different opinions about the climate whieh they found.

Ruth Cave Flowers was fifteen vears old when she moved to Bouller in 1917, She and
beer sigter, Dorothy, ame yesr older, wanted (o attend the State Preparatosy School because
of its reputation. After the death of their madher, the sisters had Fved with their

lﬁlm_
'l:‘:frm Indices, Cormmonwealil Land Tile lnswranes Company
A
VS8 Eherify Cannena, Meemiher 3, 1953, Historic Boulder, [ne, Colimbin Cemetery
psintrsa.
V5 Higtaric Boubder, Ine., Cofrabior Cemeiery Daraborse.
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grandivotber, Minaie Waters, in Cripple Creek fram 1913 to 1917, She fell that Cripple
Creek, a community losisg population, was *perfictly open® racially. She was ned used
e experienzing discrimination. O ber fivst dey in Boalder, she was refused service at a
restaurant, an ice cream parlor, and a movie thester She felt that Boulder was Scuthem
dominated because of the influence of the Texan onginged Chastangua and because of
ihe Texans and Oklabomans who were being reated &t Boulder's sanditaria. She has
ogined that "Oklahoma and Texas practically (ownesl) Boulder”, She recalls some black
residents calling Boulder *Little Oklaboma and Litile Texas™ at that time. Althowegh she
had o persaral expenences wish the Ku Klus Klan, she fet that its influencs wie strong
in Boulder. Ruth subsequenily oblained a bachelors and masters degrees in romance
lamgusaes a2 the University of Colorndo, ' and lates received doctorate and law

degrecs 159

Lillsar Whiesler, e m 1900 and who moved to Doulder fram Missisippi in September,
1924 aath her busband and two woosg children, had a differest perception. They owned
# Earm im Mississippd inherited by Mr. Wheeler, bt came 1o Boulder beeause M.
Wisealer's sister, Lillie Belle Michals, 2 Boulder resident, prazsed the climnle. The
‘Wheeler's paid 32500 cash for & bouse at 1936 Goss Street. The Wheelers did not try to
fimi it honse edsewhere in town because they wanied 10 live near their relatives. Lillian's
unitial veaction b Boukler was that she “loved it She has stated that she never

3B meers felt thas she was the first black graduate of the University of Colorada in 1924,
Hewwever, it appenrs that Lucile Buchanan, later Lucile Buchanan Jenes, wes a Meck
grachente in 1918, Bhe is listed ne gradunting in ibe Al Negieer, Duivesine of
Colrady, 1877-7221, and appears in yearbooks for the years preceding 1918, Sle disd
m 198% at age 105 See article in the Colaredt Ao, October, 1993, p 4.
P itnily Convee Flewery Cvvend Misiowy, Flowers, Speech of Boulder High Scheol, Joy K.
King, Awsitfrer Mooy Being, 8 Paper Given it The Classical Association of the Maddhe
Wit acd Seuth, Anstin, Texas, April 2-4. 1992 Carnegic Branch Libeary for Local
Hlistary
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experienced discimination. She became active in the Comennity Chest and the Red
Cross, and was the only black persen in both evgamizations. Her family had enough
manery 5o that she "didnt have Le work”, althouuh she ook jobs 21 times. She does not
have ay personal recollection of the Ku Klux Klar, and feels that ber family arrived at the
“fringe” of its aetivities, 104

Her husband could not find work in Boulder except as a wailer al the Harel Boulderado.
He retumed to the fasm in Mississppi 1o pat in and harves! the crops and comimed
betweeen Mississippi and Boulder. This led 1o the brask up of thear mamiage. Both of
their childien obtained college degrees. 1o 1945, Lillian moved to Denver to nperate a
barber shep. She atill lives in Denver ard rented ber house on Goss Street wntil sha seld i
it L 1980 140

The wary different backgrounds of Ruth Cave Flowers and Lillion Whecler cartaiy colos

thelr perceptions The truth is probably semewhers in beiween

Even though Lillian states that she experienced no diserimination, she acknowledges but
jokes abwout refiusing to sit in the balcony ot the Boulder Theatre. She and her friends paid
2 attention to that “regulatiom”. She felt that there were so few Backs in Boulder thas
such practioss were quite sally, Howsver, her son expericnsed discrimingtion i the
University of Colorado, where the foothall conch in the late 1930% refissed to let 8 Black

student play on the team 157

YSOE it Wheler Ovad Hisiory, Aprif 12, 1994, Carsepie Branch Library for Local
ﬁllshm'l_.- Lillan Wheeler Interview by Dan W, Corson, October 25, 1996,

VS2F fitdsms Wheeler (vl Misiory
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Ralph MeVey, the son of John Wesbey and Emma hcVey, recalls that black sudents 21
State Preparstosy Sehoal were exchuded from social chubs and events ' However,
blacks were not excluded from eports teams, lrving Limgham became Boulder's star
beaseball, Fothall, and basketball player. 14

Az late s the 1940'%, the Unversity of Colarado woulkd not permat Slack stadends in the
dormatocies. "% Restaurants and stsdent hang-pats en University Hill would not sere o
black usnless he or she was in the company of 8 white "% According 1o Anthony Ray, &
prandson of Alice Baskett, the Uriveraity HHI stoves would sell soft drnks to black

studdemts, but mads the drink in the back of the store o outside % He also recalls the

night that Sorminers Suisken Gaidens, which became “The Sk, was integrated

The Cosmepolitan Club, 8 chub peopled by forsgners and backs decided
1o challengs the prachce ot The Sink. They broke wp into small groups of
Gour g five students and cach group hod af sanes ome Megro. They invaded
The Smk. That myht the chef died! . Our hame was the emplovmant
agency Tor whites who needed or waned black help. Mrs Sommess {ihe
owner of The Sink ) was constantly callimg, oy mather for maids to belp in
Iee hoise, Bl caBed her the next morming after the invasion asd said, "1s
it tru: that Megroes are ravw being served ot The Sunken Gardens?™ Mrs.
Seaneners had a comniption® !

V3R alph MeWey Interview by Dan W Corson, (otaber 25, 1996
1t Grage Lingham literview by Dan W, Corsan, Ocioher 25, 1996, Datly Canrera,
Qictober 17, 1952,
155y, Letter to Billic Aslens Grant, ¢ frfes Nidars Callection
¥ b,
V57 it
V¥ il
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Ewven ihough the Ku Klux Klan was at the beight of its influence m Boulder ang Colorado
in the fall of 1924, Lillian Wheeler does not recall its being prevalest. This is somewhat
unusual a8 the Klan caresed the Boulder County legislative and judicial offices in the 1924
election, "™ and a Klan svnpathizieg Governar was clected Hemvy Klm voter tum-out in
Boulder and Laramer Counties was thought to be key in Governor Morley's election '™
Perhaps the fluny of setlng in to o new home kept her unaware of thess happenings. Bul
Girace Lingham, who has tved alf of ber Bfe sinee 1903 m Boulder, likewise does net
recall the Kl having any mifleencs in ber familys lifie 170

Pourth Cave Flowers” impression {hat the Klan was a domisating feclor is probably a ba
ovierstated. The Klan was sctive in Boukler County, bt it was primearily drected agains
Cathofics. s was generally tee stuation in Colorsdge. '™ Boulibter's Klan nesspoper
adinenizhed Protestant s io awaken Lo the Cathalic danger: “organizing and working.-
couipped with afns and amnemition o make America Catholie”. '™ inlian-Samerican and
Higpanic residents of Louisville and Lafavetie experionced cross bucing an the elurch
grounds anid io their wrds 1™ The Lafayette nowspaper editor was rowghed ug for

writing &n anti-Klan aditordal, |75

Y ohert Adan Gokdberp, Moodsd S The K Kl Kloar i Codarends (Urbana:
Univergity of Hlinois Prese, 1981), pp. #1-82.
1hid |, p. 77,
171 Grace Livgham Cral Histary
PG aldbern, Heoded Empire, p. 8.
"hid, p. &
T ooy Woanlfiroe Merleodm, B Oval Hiviory, Nevember B, 1900 Bouglheon Moble Gl
Hissory, March 2, 1978, Interview with Nadiee Caranci and Bzleen Schmade by Arme
Dvni, June 27, 1695 Sally Martines and Chuck Waneka, Pone! Diseusion of Farly
Fioweer Descendants of the Lafmpeny drea, March 29, 1987, All are retained m Comepic
Braseh Library for Local History.
T% Bovegrten Mesble ! Histeey,
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s difficult to determine how mary Klangsman were in Boulder. An undated recruitment
booklet ard fiver fiom ihe 19200% by A, R Benpedt, Field Representative of the Knights of
the Ku Klux Klan, of the American Brusaders, P. (0 Box 67, Boulder, Colorado, stales
that:

W will soon have 2000 Klansmen in Boulder g1 the rale we are growing
here. 1 have been putting in nearly 8 bundred  week in Boulder, "™

In 1922, when Boalder's Klavern was farmed, it was rumored 10 have theee handred 1o
five bundred memsers, |77 The Daily Canrera ceported on Juby 15, 1922, that two
bundred were initiated imo the Klan. Wheiher the 2000 figure reported by Mr. Bennett
st actual membirs of albemed sympathizess = difficel o determine. Like much of the
country, e Klan receiva ghort lived suppoei from 8 ounber of people, such as Mrs
Stokes, a lnwyer's wifiz, for whom Lilian Wheeler worked at one time 7™ That may be
wliy enaery whate residents who were teenagens of young adults in the carly 1920% heve no
reeollection of the Klan, I

The Flan in Bowkder garnered most of its publicity by barging in an other ooganization’s
mecdings. " The burning of crosses on Flagstaff Mountain acoorred Girdy regulary. '
Even though the Boulder Klavern woted to leave ihe nafionsl organization in July,

1925, 152 5 Klan meeting with burning crosses in the canyon behingd the fret ridue 10

1%This baoklet and flyer is retained a1 Camegie Branch Libeary for Local Hisory
1T b Hollicdoy, Ir., Articke in the Dely Cannees, Janoary 3, 1974,
VTR iflfan Whoe ler Cvel History.
V0 forwarite Snermman Orad History, October 14, 1987, Camegie Branch Litary for
Lacal History.
VB yalliday, iy Cermera, January &, 1976
VBT Ermet %, Fancer Chval Histery, November 28, 1994 Mg Saich (el Sivory, Janury
18, 1989, Both are refained b Camegie Branch Libeary for Local Flastory.
VEE S fefer Daridy Cramers, Juby 18, 1925
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- Mount Sanitas eccurved o bte as 1932 150 4 crogs was bumed in the yard of a menber

of the Unaversity of Colovado's Uity Cauneil in the 1940% 34

Therefore, even though the Klan bad some influence in Boulder for & short time, i was not
directed 10 Boulder's black citizens who were 100 small m mamber 1o be a threat

Howerver, the mere fact of its existence and continuing sympathy nmst have had some
chilling effect on the activities of Boulder's black residents. The effect may hive been
nnimimal because they kept to themselves for the mos part, socizlizing prmarily within
thear churches, In 1948, eighty percent of the black population belomged to either the A
t. E. o Secand Baptist Church %5 Mpionwide blacks belonged 1o churches 1o &
preater extent than whites, especially black fesmales, winch was true in Boulder in the carly
19445 185

The fissting that Boulder was Southern domsinated due 1o the mllsence of the Coloradn
Chautasqua Assosiaton 2nd the two sanilaria i also suspecl. The Texas Chautsuquans
werz in Boulder only during tse summer, with summer programs for sis wees /57 The
Chautauaua Association never promoded nsell as a whesoular teaiment camp, although it
addvertised that Bowlder was chosen for its Jocation becsuse " (190 is the most bealthdisl spat

in Colarnda” 188 gy fact, the Colorado Samtarium, whech would have been & competitor,

U3 Wl €5, e Cval Hivory, Feliruary &, 1996 Carnesie Brach Lilsary far
Lscal History.
VB e Shewaard Overl History, July 3, 1983, Carnegic Branch Library for Local History
¥R ruan, The Negrees of Boulder, Criorads, . 64,
UGB rederick A, Bushe, "The Church in a Small City®, The dmerican dowrad of
Socialagy XLIX (July 1943May 1944); 223232, p. 224,
187500 penerally Mary Galey, The Gromed Assombly: T Sty of Life ai the Colorada
Cheraterwiqun (Boulder: First Flatiron Press, 19817,
VR The Tirar-{olorady Chawaugrem, Volume 11, Mumber %, Septembser, 1900, 5 9
Colorade Clautasqua Association Archives.
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advertised in the first menthly magazines of the sesociation 1" Although the first Board
of Directars ie 1898 was Texan dominated, that quickly changed. Bouléer decided fo
participate in Chautangua setivities fiom the bewinnime, and after s few years, Boulder
ciimens were the majority on the Board of Directors. In 1917, the years that Ruth Cave
Flowers moved to Boulder, caly fwo of eyl directors and none of the afficers wers from

Texas, 191

Boulders Colorado Sanitarium, whach was founded in 1896 by Dr, Kelloag from Battle
Creek, Michigan, decided in ite early days not to take tubercular patients because they
kit other patients away ¥ Of the seventy-three patients ai the Colorado Sanitarium at
the time of the 1920 United States Census, caly thies wers from Texas, twa were From
Oklnhoma, eight sere from Missean, and one was from Ackansas. The remainder were
from primaridy fiom the Midwest. '™ OF the furteen patients m the Mesa Visia
Sanitariom, which did frea wibereular paticiis, only aoe was fram the Souwth, freem
Arkansas 1 Adthough 1his is only one spot in time, the overwbelming natare of these

elafistics lead o o conclusen tat the smataria did oo cater to Sowthermes,

The make uf of Hewalder's cxlazenry s i whaobe [eewise lepis 10 a comeluson fha Southemn
domimaces was morely a perception. A statigieal analysis of 412 lead of houselold

erries from the 1920 United States Cenes for the City of Boubder!™ docs not revenl any

IW?:M‘ Fera-alaraaio [.‘.':km'k.mquwr, Vohne I, Munshir 3, Juise, 1898, p. 3. Colorada
Chautaugua Asociation Archivis,
V0 niaradla R Bailetin, Volume VIL Munber 1, Movember, 1917, o 14
Colorado Chautaugua Association Archives.
Vs, J L Clemens, History of the Sowller, Codorael Satfiarinm, Aprl 4, 1950
Rowlelrr Coman Sevmornel (a pulslication of the nuses of the Bawlder Sanitarium), Jasoary
17, 1927, Both ane retained af the Camegie Branch Library for Local History,
YEL920 United Stales Census,
193 hid
1™ he state of birth of the head of the household for each rwtly-gighth entry was
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significam change in the state o0 plece of birtk of ts eitizess from what & refected in the
wates af barth of the leading Boulder residents in 1893 The following able lists the states
of barth sdentified as o result of the analysis

Esst Miduest Bander Southern
Connecticul 1 Mineds 47 Keniucky 7 Flarida 1
Mnssachusets 3 Indiana 23 Marylard 1 Gieoripa 1
hnme & lawn A5 Miszouri 29 Lowigiana 1
Mew Hampshire 1 Kanans 17 Wesl Virghnia M. Caroling 1
Mew Yark 21 Michigan & Oklahoma 2
Mew Jersey ) Mimesota 5 Tepmessee 4
Pennsyhania 20 Mebraska 12 Texas 5
Wermont I Tihia 24 Virginia 4
West L 19 Coloeado!

Caldorrna 1 | 32

Lieak I

Whaminyg L

Sinty-five: foreipn boen heads of househald resilted from the analysis

Australia- 1 Gireece- | Poland-|
Belgium-1 Iralarl-3 Ruesia-1
Canacla-7 Ttaly-1 Seotland-3
Dirmark-3 Germamy-13 Swieden-%
England-13 Luxembourg-2 Wales-1
France-1 Morway-4

& b @
dogumented

3T his hend of household apparently dd not know b state of bith
PN those hesds of houssholde wie were boen in Calorada, the state of itk of tat
persen's father was documented. Five were from the Enst, twelbve fiom the Midwest, none
framn & harder state, two from the South, six fom the West, amd coe merely grve “United
States”. There were dx foreipn bom fathers oo England, Germany, and Wles,
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Discrimination increased in Boulder rot because of Southern daminstion or because of the
inftuence of the Bu Klux Klan but becaose of the change in attitude of the same type of
people who had been i Boalder from its being. During this time, Boulder was growing in
population and becoming an mmportans sducational center Boulder seemed 1o have less
tolerance for the working man, black or white, For example, in the 1920'% and 19300,
Boulder clothing stores would not sell wosk clothes, and one men's store is reponied (o
hive had a polioy of not weiting on miners from Lafivete 197 Alihough 8 appears Lo e
Tolklore, the widespread story ihat Boulder ecmcted an ordinance which prabibited one
from carrying a luech pail on Peard Streed undovbtedly had its origms in citizen attitudes
towards wage earners, Dasermsination was experienced by a wider group than the handiul

of black familkzs in the community.

COMCLEISIN

The hislory of Boukler's early binck population nust be kepl m perspective of what was
happening in Derver and the rest of the state. Few commumities in the state hed sizable
black populsdions gxcept for Derver, and, te seme extend, Colomde Sprngs and Pueblo
Therefire, the slatewade stalisics are skewed, Because of Denver's rapid growth and
imcreasing indusinal opponunifies, it provaded the opporiurnity for jobe in close proximity

1oa younger generation which could maiofain ties with its parends in Boubder

[rerensed overt dissriminatory practices in the 1900 snd 1920°% was a natiorwide
phenomenan. Boukler miy hive expericnessd @l inoa minimal fasheon compared 1o other
places in the courtry--miommal, of cowrse, enless one is on the receiving end. Sirong

197 Chisck Waneka, Panel Dascussion of Early Pioneer Descendants of the Lafavelle Area
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people such as Ruth Cave Flowess, whi never Galed 1o speak up and let the world know
whatl she thought of decrimmnation, and Lallian Wheder, who decided she would be part of
the msivstream cornmumity and good-neturedly decided to participate, were the
cHoEptions.

The conchusion must be that changes in the ezonomy, local and brosder scale, eliminated
the: primary mnge of jobs apem 1o blacks. Mathing new appearsd 1o take ther places. The
increasing overt diserimingion did sod in itsell change the primary sange of jobs open to
lacks i Boubder, bu it may have prevented blacka from becoming middle-clnss citizens
A husiness owners, o staius which some achieved in the ey years, What is most
striking i ihe talent Ui left Bowlder becsuse of the lack of opponiunity in Boulder. For
having se few familics, & suprising number the vounger genemtion of the 1920, 1930,
amil 194, which moved ow of Beulder, attained higler educaions] degrees amd
remarkable achievements. As an examaple, &n article in the Qe Comerg following the
death of Emmea McVey in 1951 lisied the accupaiions of seme of her children, meluding
an engnesr, a social worker, and public pdmanistrator, The bess of the Mebevs, the

Maodrisong, and many others was trulby a loss 10 tha community.

EPILOGUE

Freginning i the 1950'%, Boukles's ecanomic base changed again ns scientific enterprises
maved Lo town--the National Oceanic and Atmosphenc Adminzstration, the National
Cender for Amaosphenc Research, the Nasonal Buresuy of Standards—as well as large
plants gpecializing in advanced technology such ns IBM. The population exploson and
resulting jobs browght o new wire of Hack resdents (o Boalder. Tlsese residents Beed
wheere they wished it the communsly. Pealield Tate, 2 eivil rights lwyver, became & city

couneil member and was Boalder's fivst black mayor from Jamuary 1974, 1o January, 197G,
2



Thie meonbership of the A M, E, Church dwindled, sand mary af the congregation became
members of the Second Baphst Cluerch, which today bes a thrivieg multi-raczal, althousgh
predominantly black, congregation of over 300 at its new home on enst Basshne Road.

I 1950, 845 black residents lived in Boulder st of & rotal populstion of 83,312 1% This
15 approcimately the same percentage &5 in 19260, after the first decade of dechine

Thee Ligtle Rectangle 15 & eeighbarheod with many large and small apartment buildings
catering primarily to University of Colorado students, bat several ol the of the origial
basibdimgs survive '™ For example, the ndd oumbsered 1900 block free of Goss Strest,
whach had twealos adedresses in 1920, ie firly well indact. In acldstion to the three
fandmarked houses noted previousty, the City of Boukler has desgnated several ol ihe
Gioms Biresl homes as Strecures of Mem based wpaon their associnten with early Hack
residents, This designation will flag the city 10 consider carefilly aay requess fo

demalition of these buildings 2

Beulder's reluctance 1o expand iis indusivial base continues and 15 the primary faeus of dily
pamning in the mid-1990s. The reasons for thas reluclance are simdar 2o those set forh in
the 1B90 - Lo maintain the quality of life i the conmaungty. The mabiity of most wage
earvers 1o live in Boulder is recopnized in that discussion, although the mnporiance of

mmindaining & diverse communily is disputed.

VIR | o) mites States Census, Population Reports by States.
19 gee Appendi 13, which is & list of demolished homes of black residents, photographs
of which may be viewed on hastoric assessod's cards at Carnepgse Branch Library for Local
History. Several homes wese appanently demmolished prior 10 being phatographed
M1y 1904, The City of Bealder sdopted & demolition ordicance, Section 10-13-23 B,
oC. (Boukler Revased Code), 1981, which roquires a stay of demofition for 180 days for
buildimgs which may qualify as iclividual landinarks, including Structuncs of Merit.
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Table of Mumber of Biack Residenis in Sclected Colorade Tewns and Cities

15}
Aspen 16
Bionalder L
Canon City 117
Cenfral Cily 16
Colorado $prngs  £75
Cripple Creek [E:H]
Dienver il
Dmirango 17
Florence prd
Fort Colfing 15
Grand Junction 32
Gireeley 3
Tddabo Springs 1%
La Jumia 42
Lendville 195
Puehde 121%
Salida 1]
Trirmdnd 125
Victor 1%
Aurora 20
Houlder 113
Canen City L]
Colorado Sprimge 1174
Drenver 15,054
Durango 9
Englewood i

Fart Collins 1z

APFENDIX A

For 1900, 1920, and 1950

L
Alamaosa I3
Boulder 126
Brightan 20
Cancn City 17
Colorada Springs 1009
Delta 0
Daenver GiTs
Durange 35
Frglewoad 28
Flarence 17
Fori Collins 7
Fart Margan ]
Grnnd Tunchion Ta
Greeley 1
Puehlo 1395
Trimidad 141
(b1
Cirand Jumelion 40
Grecley £l
Lafayeite 1
Lo i
Louiaville o
Puehla 1441
Trinidad i



APFPENINX B

i 1904 Map of the City of Boulder on which are platted homes of black resdents histed m
the 1900 United States Census.

o, b0 Map af the City of Boukler on which are platied homes of black residents listed
im the 1910 Undted Stetes Census.

w1930 Map of the Coy of Boulder on which gre plated homes of black residents listed
in tlee 1920 Cnited States Census.

Th "Litbe Bectangle” is aphlighted in vellow o each map
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APPENDIX ©

REPRESENTATIVE BUSIMESS FIRMS AND MEN OF BOULDER
FROM
"HISTORICAL AND DESCRIFTIVE REVIEW OF
COLORADDS ENTERPRISING CITIES"

R R R e S ]

—
=

M. I Maomison, Manufaciure
1OW . Dieweline, Foundry Crwiser
Cobvm and Teal. Mining Engineers

1843
. James Cowie, Mavor and Boulder
Abstract Company Seodland
Alpheres Wright, hudge Mew Yoark
1 L Maorhead, Coundy Clerk Oluo

Prirwce Edward Island
Ireland

Mew York and England

G M, Frankling Pipe & Steans Heating  Mew York

0, T, Jzcksom, Caierer
Faus arul Widana, Blacksmiths
Hiwry Urguinart, ManuEctarer of

Hris

Grermany and llEnois

Flarnesses and Saddles Soodland
M Baylor & Company,

Conmassion Agend Ilinois
Thoanas V. Wilson, Rea] Exate.

Insuranee, kinng Ohio
T. F. Benson, Cigars, Tobacen,

Frimis, avel Confechonery Pefigzoari
Huolden . Eldred & Son, Horss Born - Ohio

Raoberls and Peftergill, Watchmakiog
il Jeselry

L Alams & Addams. Aiorneys

V. Megmnses & Company, Furriture

England and hains
Kemueky amd fowa

Manudacturers amd Dealers Pennsylvania
Tohn W Dy, Insurance, Real Estate,

and Loans iy
D L. & Colman. Medical Docior Mew York
R H. Whitelsy, Attormey Cieorgin
Gy I Dancan, Attorney Caloradas

W V. Casey, Superintendent of Scleoalzs  1inobs

George B. Conwell, The Sale Hodel Indiana
LW AL Redhowse, Watchmaker and
Jewelar Englam]
. W H. Pool, Carriage Maker Missour
. MeAllister Lumber & Supply Company  Mew Hamgshire
CHL O Dadge, Medical Doctos Ulips
. Harry C. Haolstein, Men's Ouifitter Mew York



Colrachs Stateswman, January 16, 1915,
Daily Camera, December 24, 1804,
Darly Camera, March 4, 1895,
Dafy Camera, October 27, 1898,
Iy o, Tune 3, 19400,

Dhify Canvera, July 15, 1905,

10, Daiy Camera, Sepbensber 11, 1905
11 Py Comera, July 18, 1922

12 Dhaife Cemmerr, Aogust L3, 1924,
15 Pl Camera, July 28, 1925

1 il Cenmerer, May 10, 1927

15 Py Camera, May 28, 1927

15 Pharfy Cawmera, July 21, 1927,

1Y Pranfy Commarcr, Agril &, 1930,

18 Phafy Ceamera, Febouary 19, 1945
P9 Dharfy Campere, July 29 1950

20 Phf Cammera, August &, 1951,

E Py e, Aupust B, 1951
2 Sy Cewera, Ocdober 17, 1952
5 Pl Camera, November 3, 1953
A Phaifyr Comerer, July 25, 1957

25 Plaufy Cemperaa, Jariary &, 1960
2o Dl Camera, April 4, 19463,

21 Paly Comara, Mowember B, 1974
ER Py Clemera, Moreh 2, 1978

29, Oy Conev, February 3, 1962

Mo ) B o B

L. Census Records and Publications

1. 1860
a. "Preliminary Report on ibe Eighth Census®.
I IR
a. A Compendium of the Ninth Census®.
k. Minth Census of tlse United States, Voleme 1, "The Statstics of the
Population of the United $1ates®.
3. TBED
a. "Bratistics of ihe Population of the United Staces an e Tenth Cengus”,
b. United States Census Revords for the City of Boulder, Codorado
4. 1BES
a. Btate of Colorady Census Records for the Chy of Boulder, Colarada
5 1RG0
a  “Saatistics of the Population of the Umbed States a1 the Eleventh Censes”,
G L9
a Twelfth Census of the Unsied States, Volume [, "Papulatzon, Part 17
b, United States Census Records for the Ciiy of Boulder, Collordo.



701810,

&, Thireeith Census of the United States, Yolume I1, *Population Reporis by
States, Statiafics for Cities, Counties, xnd Other Chil Diivisiona®.

b, Uhnited States Census Records for the Ciy of Boulder, Colorade.

B2,

#. Fourteenth Consus of the United Suates, “Population, Volme 111,
Clearacterisiios of the Populaiion by Stages®

b. United States Census Records for the Cdy of Boulder, Colorade

a9, 10,

&. Fifteenth Census of the United S1ates, *Population, Vaolume I, Pam 1,
Reports by States, Compasiion and Characienstics for Coumies, Cities,
and Townships®.

b. Fifteerik Cemsig of the United Sistes, "Fopulation, Yolume 1V, Families,
Reporta by States”.

100 1940

a. Sixteenth Census of the United States, "Population, Voheme V11,
Characteristics of the Population, Part 1, Reports by States”.

b, Sicteenth Census of the United Siates, "Housing, Yolume 1L, General
Charncterisiics, Part 2, Reporis by Sfares®

Fl 195l

&, Beventeendh Census of the Undted States, "Census of Population, YVolume

I, Charaereristice of the Population, Part 6, Colorsdo®
12 1950,

a. 1990 Cengig of the Population, "Social and Evonomie Charpetaristics,

Coboradn®,

= Miscelbaneous Primary Sources

1. Besmett, A R "The Knights of the Ku Khix Klan, Boukles, Colomde®. {192,
Recruiting and Training Flyer and Article. Camegie Bronch Library for Lecal
History.

2. Ray, Anthory. Letier to Billie Arlenc Grand, Movember 7, 1993 Charles
Nifewr Collecrion, Camegie Branch Library for Loeal History.

3. Boulder County (Historic) Assessor's Files. Camegie Branch Library for Local
Histomy.

4. Bovlder County Clerk and Recordes, Computer Files.

5 Commenwealth Land Title Insurancs Company, Tract Indices.

6. Dealy Comvere Clippings File for O, T Jackson. Original Mena and Progrsm
for "Inckson's Resort”, November 16, 1900,



1L Secondary Sources

A, Books

1

Baxby, Ao and Frost, Aaron. Hisiery of Clear Creek oo Bomider
Valieys, Chicage: O L. Baskin & Company, 1880

- Crabey, Mary P Grang Asemify: Ve S af Life o she Ooforads

Chumtcupua. Boubder: First Flagiron Press, 1981

. Ciladden, Sanfosd Chardes. Roedy of Bodder, Coliveede, oo (860

Boikder: Johnsea Publishing Compary, 1970
o T farly Days of Sowdder, Coforosts. Bouléer, Boulder
CRenealogical Sociery, 1583,

- Goldberg, Roben Alan, Hoode Mmpire: e K Kl Kl fr Colormds.

Urbana: Uneversity of Hlincis Press, 1981

. Mteier, Thonas 1 b Tagen, The Ficireman. Doalder Bouldar Cresk

Press, 1994

. Savage, W. Sherman. Slrcks iw twe West Wesiport, Connecticat: Groenwood

Press, 1976

. Sawath, Phyllis. A Look ar Howdder. Roulder Pruest Publishing Company,

1951

| Hisdoricol wid Deseripiive Review of Codorado’s Kaerparismg Civies, Vheir

Leoding Husiness Flowser aod Progrescave Men, Denver, Ing. Lethem,
1853

B. Essays

Armitage, Sue, Bantiehd, Theres; amd Jacobus, Sasah. “Black Women and
Their Commwratses in Colorade”, Frosiers: A foarmad of Women Sivdies
ll, Z{Euutrrun' 1977 45-51.

. Bashee, Fredenck A, "The Churchian a2 Small City” . Amvericar S of

Sewcreagry XLEX (July 1943-May 1944): 223232

. Gireen, Thomas L. "Junius B Lewis and the Goldéen Chest Miving Company”.

Coarerdy Megerzioe 1,1 {Winter 19731 24-40,

. Moare, Jasse T, Jr. "Seeking a New Life: Blacks in Fast-Civil War

Colorade”, e Sourmal of Negre Sisiory T8 (Summer 1993) 166-187.

. Resse, Joan, "Two Gentlemen of Mote:  Greorge Morrieon, Paul Whitman, and

Their iz Colorad Heritage 2 (1986); 2-13.

. Riley, Cilendn, “Amesica’s Doughters Bleck Women in the Wesl", Mowiar:

T Mingasivne of Western History 18 (Spring 1988): 1427

- Tank, Robert M, "Mohility and Oocupational Stracture on the Late Minelesath

Century Fromtier The Case of Desver, Colorada”. Pacifie Sivorieal
Revivw VLVIL 2 (May 1978) 189-214,

. Woads, Rasulall B Integration, Exchision, or Segrepation” The Coloddine in

Kangas”. Wexiern Histowical (Jvarferfy 14 (19837 181-108,



. Mewspapers

1. Hoellidey, Jobkm Jr. Special Article Regasding the ku Khux Klen, Denify Conrera,
Jarmiary 3, 1976,

D. Unpublished Material

1. Brunton, Boben Lawrence. "The Megrioes of Boulder, Colorada: A
Commumity Analysis ol an Eithnic Minority Groug”. M. A Thesas,
Departmsent of Soctology, Untversaty of Calorade, 1948,

2. King, Joy K. “Another Humen Being”, A Paper Given a1 The Classcal
Assogiation of the Maddle West and South, Austin, Texas, Agal 2-0, 1592,

E. Mizcellansous Secondary Sources

1. Clemens, Mrs. 1. HL History of the Bowider, Coloroadn Soierfum. Apnl 4,
1950,

. Povigo, Lynn B A Muswiclped Hissory of Sowlder; I870-0046. Sponsooed
by The Boulder County Historical Socicty and the Chiy of Boulder, 19406,

A Petbem, Sihaa, Freelieg Doee Sowdder, Colorade's Ralrmds aid Roody
o Wi Mieenetains oo Platns (Wickine the Sowlder Historie Comtext Area).
Prepared for the Boulder Histone Costext Project and Submitied to the
Banalder Manring Departmeent, | 9046,

4. Whitacre, Christing, and Simoons, B Laurie. Siose-{inove Meimhibarfopd
History el Swrvey Resuli, D085 1958 Bodder Swrvey of Histarse
.I“l'url.':, December, 1984

5, Adumer Negaster of Sre Usriversily of Coloreedn, (8T7-19200 Archives,
University af Colavado st Boailder Librnries.

&, Haodaler o Sewwrioned, Jarmary 17, 1527,

T, ity Dreceories, Boulder, Colorado. Carnegic Branch Library for Local
Hist

-4 {.b.l'r.v.r:g Afrmms, October, 1903,

9, Cefewrashs St Sulfein, Volume (1, Mumber |, Movensber, 1917

10, Higtoric Boulder, Ine. Colwredoe Cemerary Dainbare.

11, Mefar (Chartes) Colteciionr. Carnegie Branch Library for Local History.

12, Kowvenr Program of Foh drwversory, Seeond Boapess Clieech, 1837
Pk Sevews, Howdder, Coforacio #0302,

13, Fhe Fewored ik O fermigen, Volume |, Mumber 3, June, 1508,

14, The YeweosCodoreds O hertangwan, Wolume 11, Number 8, Seplember, 1900,



